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THE RESULTS OF ELECTION 2002
In 2003 New York State’s future will be determined by the same three men in a room – Governor George Pataki, Senate Majority Leader Joseph Bruno and Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver.  The Senate will continue to be Republican dominated, with the Assembly perpetuating its Democratic majority. 

The looming budget deficits – estimated from $5 to $10 billion -- will affect many of our issues. IINYS will have to work hard to ensure that programs for the poor and disadvantaged are not sacrificed in order to balance the budget.

 
UPDATE ON 2002 SESSION
 1:  Women’s Health and Wellness Act
SUCCESS!!  
A compromise on the so-called “conscience clause” was finally worked out and the bill was  passed by both houses and signed by the Governor, mandating that employer sponsored health  insurance plans cover :  




* Breast and Cervical Cancer Screening




* Osteoporosis Screening and Treatment



* Prescription Birth Control,
 exempting religious organizations with faith-based objections only  if they primarily employ and serve members of that faith.  If contraceptives are needed for medication other than birth control, all employers must provide insurance coverage for such prescriptions. 

 2:  The Rockefeller Drug Laws
Still no agreement, mainly between the Governor and Assembly Speaker Silver.   In the pre-election homestretch, the Governor proposed another bill to overhaul NY State’s stiff mandatory sentences for drug possession. However, the Assembly claims it still gives too much discretion to prosecutors instead of judges.

This bill may be on the agenda for the promised special post-election legislative session (see CURRENT AND FUTURE below), but only the Senate plans to return to Albany.
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3:  Campaign Finance Reform 
IINYS signed on to the Citizen Action effort, promoting ”Clean money, clean elections”.   $140 million spent by the three serious contenders for the governor’s mansion – $70 million by Golisano; $45 million by Pataki; a measly $15 million by McCall – resulted in a 39% voter turnout, the lowest since records have been kept.

In contrast, in Arizona almost every statewide elected official, including their new governor, and about a third of their legislature was elected using “Clean money”.  In Maine two thirds of their legislature were elected without being beholden to special interests.  A recent poll indicates that over 70% of the New York public supports the “Clean elections” that candidate Pataki promised in 1994. Until New York provides public financing and guaranteed free access to the publicly owned airways, we will continue to have the best politicians that money can buy.

4: Sexual Orientation Non-Discrimination Act (SONDA)
Looking for endorsement from the gay rights community, in another pre-election move the Governor obtained a promise from the Republican-run Senate to bring this bill to the floor  – after 30 years! -- in a special post-election session, scheduled for December 17th at the time of publication.  There is no assurance the bill will actually be passed without strong grassroots pressure to senators before the session.  Let your senator know of your support.

CURRENT AND FUTURE ISSUES
1: Health Care
a) Reauthorization of HCRA 

The passage of the Health Care Reform Act of 2000 (HCRA) was a victory for the many advocates, including IINYS,  who labored for its passage.  HCRA has substantially increased enrollment in state-funded insurance programs for low-income children and adults, including Family Health Plus and Child Health Plus. 

HCRA sunsets in June 2003.  Given the fiscal crisis which the 2003 session will have to contend with, the reauthorization of HCRA with its essential components preserved (or even extended where necessary) will require our advocacy.
b) Emergency Contraception
IINYS has signed on to the Emergency Contraception Access Campaign. New legislation is needed to permit pharmacists, in addition to doctors and nurse practitioners, to provide emergency contraception (EC).  Many doctors still do not inform their patients about the “morning- after” pill, even four years after federal approval.  

*  EC is not the medical abortion pill RU 486.  Before the fertilized egg implants in the         uterus (the medical definition of pregnancy), it can be blocked by two hormone doses. 

*  Current law requires that a licensed health care provider write a prescription.  This does not take into account the 72 hour window in which EC can work.  24 hour                  pharmacies can provide rapid access to a pharmacist.
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*  ACTION 1: Educate women concerning EC via your church/synagogue bulletin.

*  ACTION 2: Your congregation can pass a resolution and with IINYS join The               Emergency Contraception Access Campaign @ 462 Broadway, Suite 450, New York, NY 10013.  Please contact IINYS by e-mail or letter to get the background information and endorsement form.
* ACTION 3: There will be a bill introduced by Assemblywoman Amy Paulin, Westchester, in the 2003 legislature. We will let you know the bill number when it becomes available. 

c)  Mental Health
1:   LOCKING UP NON-VIOLENT PATIENTS   Since 1995, state hospitals have shrunk from 9,000 to 4,300 beds. The New York Times on October 6th revealed that hundreds of non-violent mentally ill patients have been transferred from state psychiatric hospitals to locked  wings of nursing homes privately run by a politically well-connected  campaign contributor. These wings were established with no public notice and without subjecting these units to regulation as psychiatric facilities.  The patients were transferred even though they did not qualify legally for such involuntary confinement.  

The prime incentive was financial – they were moved from $120,000/year beds in psychiatric hospitals to $20,000/year beds in these locked wings.  Within ten days the unfavorable publicity brought about a reversal of this six-year-old practice, but with no benefit to those currently confined, and with no barrier to general hospitals sending  psychiatric patients to these units.
Subsequently, the NYTimes (Nov. 17th) reported that since 1994 hundreds more of the most troubled psychiatric patients have been exported to problem-plagued facilities in New Jersey and Massachusetts.   Again, the incentives are financial -- chronic patients taking up beds for from 10 to 20 years have been sent to cheaper out-of-state facilities which have been paid hundreds of millions of NYState Medicaid funds.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  -



IINYS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  or RENEWAL
NAME and TITLE___________________________________________________        PHONE (         )_____________

ADDRESS____________________________________________________ E-MAIL____________________________

CITY/STATE___________________________________ZIP______________ FAX_____________________________

CONGREGATION_________________________________________ DENOMINATION__________________________

ADDRESS_____________________________________________ CITY__________________________ZIP_________

SUGGESTED ANNUAL DUES: CONGREGATIONS ($100 -$200 )      AMOUNT ENCLOSED $______________

                                                    INDIVIDUALS          ($10-$40)            AMOUNT ENCLOSED $______________

Your State Assembly Member_____________________Your State Senator ____________________

PLEASE MAIL TO: Interfaith IMPACT of NYS, PO Box 582, Guilderland, NY 12084
Note:   If you now have e-mail,  or a new  e-mail address,  please send it to IINYS and we will keep you informed between newsletters. 
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2:  DISABLED PEOPLE NEED PRESCRIPTION DRUG COVERAGE   Drugs are available that enable many with mental or physical disorders to function in society, but they are costly.   Prescription drug costs are up 17% from last year, 100% since 1996.

Two Public Hearings will be held by the Assembly’s Committee on Health regarding Prescription Drug Prices in New York State:



New York City, Thurs., Dec. 5th ,10 am, 250 Broadway, 19th Floor



Albany, Wed., Jan. 15th, 10 am, Hearing Rm C, Legislative Office Bldg.

d)  Health Care For The Fetus
In September the Bush administration ruled that “unborn children” are eligible for the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP).  Although this ruling does offer critical prenatal care to uninsured pregnant women, it is a ploy by Right to Life advocates to undermine Roe v Wade by assigning personhood to the fetus.  Even worse, because of this ruling the Department of Health and Human Services has decided no longer to support proposed Senate legislation to expand the  federal  health care program to include pregnant women.  

This means that medical care is primarily provided for the fetus, and raises concern for a potential conflict between the woman’s needs and those of the fetus.  If an essential treatment for the woman could endanger the fetus, it appears that priority would be assigned to the fetus over the woman.  Care required by the pregnant woman but without direct benefit to the fetus would not be covered, nor would postpartum care.  A new mother with complications has no recourse under CHIP.
ACTION: Since HHS is supporting flexibility for the states in carrying out this new federal mandate,  IINYS will work in coalition with other groups to make sure that in New York State the woman’s needs are met, both during pregnancy and postpartum, in keeping with her medical caregiver’s advice.

2:   Welfare Reform / TANF  Reauthorization
“Temporary Aid to Needy Families”, the federal ‘welfare reform’ legislation passed in 1996, was given only a 5 year life span, and needs to be revisited by Congress this year.  Then the state will have to act to implement it on the state level.

ACTION: In the coming budget crunch IINYS  will need to advocate for the needy and the working poor. It will be essential to work for educational, supportive and transitional services that will help raise needy families out of poverty, and enable them to become taxpayers.

3:   Rockefeller Drug Laws
See the above Update on the Last Session.

ACTION :  IINYS will continue working with other groups to promote repeal or meaningful reform.
4: Death Penalty Moratorium
Publicity concerning the innocence of over 100 death row inmates since 1973 has caused many 
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 people to raise doubts about the death penalty.  In Illinois and Maryland, the Governors have declared moratoriums. Since New York State reinstituted capital punishment in 1995, the death penalty has been sought in 43 cases, and five men are currently on death row.

A statewide moratorium has been called for by the City Councils of New York City, Buffalo and Rochester, as well as smaller towns.  IINYS will join with New Yorkers Against the Death Penalty and other advocacy groups in working for such a statewide moratorium in 2003.
5: Education

a)  FUNDING FOR A ‘SOUND BASIC EDUCATION’   
Last year the Campaign for Fiscal Equity sued the state on the grounds that New York City gets less than its fair share of education tax dollars.  When a New York City judge ruled for CFE, the Governor appealed.  The decision was overruled by an appellate court judge, who said that the NY State constitution’s mandate to provide “a sound basic education” does not obligate the state to provide anything higher than 8th grade.   

Before the election the Governor  reopened negotiations with the Campaign for Fiscal Equity,  but to date he has not instructed his lawyers to change their position before the Court of Appeals.   In keeping with our commitment to public education, IINYS has joined another coalition, the Alliance For Quality Education.  The coming debate will include a challenge to the traditional property tax base for funding schools, proposing that state revenues become the funding source, applied equitably to all school districts.

 
ACTION: Call the Governor (518-374-8390) to insist that an 8th Grade education is inadequate for New York State in the 21st Century.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S ACTIVITIES
During the first nine months of her position as Executive Director of IINYS, Ruth Klepper has spent long hours on organization and membership outreach, including expanding the IINYS Board and developing a Clergy Advisory Board, as noted below.

In addition, she has taken part in the following activities conducted by agencies and organizations whose agendas we share:

Participated in a panel on Death Penalty Reform


Presented a workshop on ‘Challenging the Opposition to Social Justice’


Participated in a panel on ‘The Role of Faith in Social Services’


Presented IINYS’ issues to a synagogue Social Action Committee

She has represented IINYS at meetings and conferences under the auspices of:

Greater New York City Federation of Reform Synagogues; Unitarian/Universalist Syracuse Region; Campaign for Fiscal Equity in Education; Family Planning Advocates; Labor/Religion Coalition; United Jewish Federations of Upstate NY; Fiscal Policy Institute; the Faith and Society Project; Capital District Gay and Lesbian Alliance










(Continued on P. 6)
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S ACTIVITIES    (continued from P. 5)

She has sent alerts to the IINYS membership via e-mail concerning:

supporting legislation on Women’s Health and Wellness, and SONDA (the Sexual Orientation Non-Discrimination Act); Election Day issues  
The Albany Times Union will publish her essay on Health Care Reform in a Special Report to be published in January, 2003

CLERGY ADVISORY BOARD
A Clergy Advisory Board is being formed as visible evidence of our interfaith structure.  A growing  number of Protestant and Unitarian/Universalist ministers and Reform rabbis from around the state 

have agreed to act as liaisons with their faith communities and lend their names to support the progressive agenda of IINYS in Albany.
      Is your clergyperson a member of IINYS?  Is your congregation a member of IINYS?

* * * * * * * * * * * 


KEEP UP WITH NEW YORK STATE LEGISLATION AND CURRENT ISSUES
New York State Assembly                            http://assembly.state.ny.us

New York State Senate                                www.senate.state.ny.us

Family Planning Advocates of NYS              www.fpaofnys.org
Empire State Pride Agenda                          www.prideagenda.org        

Fiscal Policy Institute                                    www.fiscalpolicy.org

                              Citizen Action of NY                                      www.citizenactionny.org

New Yorkers Against the Death Penalty
www.nyadp.org

..............................................................................................................................................................
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