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IINYS RECEIVES GRANT
     Last Spring, IINYS was the recipient of a $4500 grant from the Gilbert Spirit Fund of the First Unitarian Church of Rochester, for the purpose of membership development and support.  It will help us expand our ability to influence legislation and policy through a wide grassroots network of supporting individuals and congregations  who share  IINYS’ principles of social justice.

     The Gilbert Spirit Fund was established to honor the church’s long-time minister and IINYS past president, the Reverend Richard Gilbert, on his retirement in 2002. 

2003: A RECORD-BREAKING SESSION
  *  a late budget for the 19th year in a row

  *  a  $12 billion deficit for which the Governor proposed spending cuts, borrowing, fees

  *  a united revolt by the leaders of the Senate and the Assembly to pass their own budget

  *  a united override of the Governor’s veto

  *  programs were restored and paid for with a temporary tax increase on high incomes  (over        $100,000) as the Common Sense Budget Initiative urged, but also through a small regressive        sales tax increase of 1/4 of 1% and borrowing against tobacco settlement money.

  *  the session ended June 20 with many issues unresolved

  *  after the budget battle the Assembly/Senate cooperation apparently dissolved, and the old               partisan alliance of Republicans Bruno and Pataki vs Democrat Silver resumed

When the  Senate returned to Albany on September 16, it passed the budget cleanup bill -- including $200 million in member items, discretionary projects doled out to members by the leadership based on rank and level of obedience. (See Summary below)   The Assembly also returned to Albany to deal with the budget cleanup bill and other matters.

Two Big Successes!
Although there was no significant action on most of IINYS’ other issues, we enjoyed two victories.

    SUCCESS 1 --  EC in the ER,  Emergency Contraception in the Emergency Room, which the Assembly had passed three years in a row, unanimously passed the Senate in June, at the end of the session.   Grassroots efforts of thousands of New Yorkers, led by Family Planning Advocates (FPA)  and the New York State Coalition Against Sexual Assault, paid off. Thanks to all who contacted their senators on this important reproductive choice issue. (Senate sponsor, Nick Spano, Assembly sponsor Susan John) See page 2 for the work we must do in 2004.
   SUCCESS 2 -- SONDA, The Sexual Orientation Non-Discrimination Act which the Assembly had passed for 31 years, had never come up for a Senate vote.   Election year pressure led Senate leader Bruno to finally allow a vote on the bill, and it passed 34-26.  The Governor signed the bill as he had promised to do before the 2002 election, following his endorsement by the Empire State Pride Agenda.


LOOKING FORWARD TO 2004
1: ECONOMIC JUSTICE
   The BUDGET will continue to be a priority. Spending choices will be difficult, with another impending deficit.  Watch for IINYS Action Alerts as we work with the Fiscal Policy Institute for a common sense budget.

2: HEALTH CARE 
    A: Reproductive Choice
   
 Emergency Contraception in Pharmacies 

    A safe way to avoid unintended pregnancies is available to women if they can get emergency contraception easily and quickly when needed after office hours or on weekends.  This bill would allow trained pharmacists to dispense emergency  contraception in collaboration with a prescribing medical practitioner.  New Yorkers need this access that is available in a dozen other states already.

A888, sponsored by Assemblymember Amy Paulin, Dem.


S3339, sponsored by Senator Nancy L. Hoffman, Rep.


S3837, sponsored by Senator Eric T. Schneiderman, Dem.

   
Comprehensve Sex Education in Schools  [NEW INITIATIVE FOR IINYS]
    Would establish grants for an age-appropriate, comprehensive (not abstinence only) sex education  program in schools through the Department of Health, to prevent teen pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases. New York State still ranks among the worst states in rates of pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases among young people. Although teen pregnancy rates have declined nationwide over the past decade, in New York State rates of sexually transmitted diseases among

teens have increased, including HIV/AIDS.


A8599, Richard Gottfried, Dem. – a Family Planning Advocates initiative

    B: Stem Cell Research  [NEW INITIATIVE FOR IINYS]
. 

*  authorizes the conduct of stem cell, embryonic, and fetal tissue research; 

*  requires the provision of information regarding embryos in connection with fertility treatment and           informed  consent for donation of embryos for research; 

*  prohibits the sale of embryonic or cadaveric fetal tissue for valuable consideration; authorizes the         use of state funds for such research;

*  provides for a review board to make policies and oversee such state-funded research;

*  prohibits the cloning of human beings.


A1819, Scott M. Stringer, Dem.


Why is this legislation necessary?  Almost 130 million Americans today suffer from diabetes, Parkinson`s Disease, cancer and Alzheimer’s Disease, in addition to other chronic, degenerative and acute illnesses.  Annually the costs of treatment and lost productivity amount to billions of dollars. The patients’ crippling economic and psychological burdens do not include the extreme human loss and suffering that result from those afflictions.


Stem cell research offers immense promise for developing new medical therapies for these debilitating diseases, which could lead to unprecedented treatments and potential cures.   Nancy Reagan, whose husband opposed such research when he was in office, now joins the call for its legalization and funding.


New York`s biomedical industry is presently significantly limited by restrictions imposed on stem cell research.  Publicly funded stem cell research, conducted under established standards of open scientific exchange, peer review, and public oversight, offers the most efficient and responsible means of fulfilling the promise of providing regenerative medical therapies.


The Assembly has passed A6249, Speaker Sheldon Silver –  the Reproductive Cloning Protection and  Research  Protection bill which prohibits reproductive cloning.

3: CRIMINAL JUSTICE
     A: Rockefeller Drug Law Reform 
    The compromise plan being worked on at the end of session did not return sentencing discretion to judges in drug cases, leaving decisions on whether to recommend drug treatment or prison to the district attorneys, who are currently the only group in the state still resisting reform.

     Giving judges discretion to sentence addicts to treatment, instead of mandating long minimum jail sentences for possession of small amounts of drugs, would save New York an estimated $160 million a year, no small consideration in these tough budgetary times. Across the country, cash strapped states are revising their tough drug sentencing laws.  Michigan has repealed mandatory minimum sentences. 


ACTION:  We must keep the pressure on our legislators to reform these cruel, unjust, expensive laws, and repeal mandatory sentencing requirements.

A852, Jeffrion L. Aubry, Dem.


S4860, Thomas K. Duane, Dem. 
     B: Death Penalty Moratorium   
     The death penalty is no way to show that killing is wrong.  Who has the right to decide the sentencing of death as opposed to life imprisonment?  While IINYS continues to work for repeal of the death penalty, a moratorium would be a suitable first step. There will be savings to the state in that the cost of implementing the death penalty is greater than life in prison.http://www.senate.state.ny.us/  More than one hundred fifty organizations and four municipalities in New York state have formally adopted resolutions calling for a moratorium on executions. Write to your legislators in support of these bills. 

                  A2306, Keith L. Wright, Dem.  - abolishes the death penalty. 

                   S3072, Liz Krueger, Dem.  - establishes a moratorium on the death penalty until 2013.


4: PUBLIC EDUCATION FUNDING 
     Last June, the state’s highest court, the Court of Appeals, ruled that New York must revise its education funding system in order to provide a “sound, basic education”. The landmark lawsuit, brought by the Campaign for Fiscal Equity (CFE), sued the state on behalf of the New York City schools. The decision will require the state to spend billions more on education in the City, and come up with a plan to do so by July 31.  The governor has appointed a commission to develop a plan by March, 2004.
PROBLEMS : Does the decision apply to other NYS schools as well?  What is a “sound, basic                            education” and who defines it?

                        If the plan doesn’t appear until March, it misses the Governor’s budget deadline.               Does that mean another year’s delay?   If the Court’s deadline is not met, a judge will have to come up with a plan.

                        And finally, given the state’s fiscal situation, where does the money come from                              to pay for better schools?    STAY TUNED!   




5: CIVIL/HUMAN RIGHTS
      A: Dignity for All Students Act
      Would assure all students in public schools an environment free of harassment and discrimination based on race, national origin, ethnic group, religion, disability, sexual orientation, gender or sex. ADVANCE \d 4                Moreover, the Act provides a response to the large numbers of harassed and stigmatized students skipping school and engaging in high-risk behaviors like drug use, alcohol abuse, and perhaps even suicide. No child or teen should ever be pushed to such extremes because of an intolerable environment in his or her school. By prohibiting harassment in public schools and establishing the aforementioned procedures, the "Dignity for All Students Act" takes a major step in creating more nurturing environments in all our schools. 
              A1118, Steven Sanders, Dem., has passed the Assembly and  been sent to the Senate. 

              S1925, Thomas K. Duane, Dem.ADVANCE \d 4

ADVANCE \d 4   

       B: Gay Marriage/Civil Union
     Would formally recognize marriages without regard to whether the parties are of the same or different sex. Same-sex couples should have the same right as others to the legal and social protections, responsibilities, and benefits of civil marriage. Stable family relationships help build a stronger society. For the welfare of the community and fairness to all New Yorkers, this bill would formally recognize otherwise-valid marriages without regard to whether the parties are of the same or different sex. In September, the State Democratic Committee voted to support same-sex marriage. 

              A7392, Richard Gottfried, Dem. - support   S3816, Thomas K. Duane, Dem. -  support

      IINYS opposes the following bills which would deny to New York citizens the right to civil protections such as health proxy decisions, hospital visitation, family health insurance, survivor’s benefits, and other legal rights.  We will strongly challenge the religious right if these bills come to the floor for a vote.

             A2998, Anthony S. Seminario, Dem. and S2220, Serphin Maltese, Rep. would make a marriage or civil union absolutely void if contracted by two persons of the same sex. 

 6: CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM 

       Enacts the "Clean Money, Clean Elections" campaign finance reform. This legislation establishes a system under which candidates for certain state offices who collect a minimum amount of small contributions from voters and who agree to limit campaign spending and contributions will receive a fixed and equal amount of public financing for their political campaign. The current system in which political campaigns are privately financed diminishes the meaning of the right to vote by allowing large contributions to have a damaging influence on the political process.  Providing a voluntary "Clean Money, Clean Elections" campaign finance system in New York State will improve our democratic process by eliminating the deleterious influence of large contributions on the political process, removing access to wealth as a major determinant of a citizen`s influence within the political process, and restoring the meaning of the principle of "one person, one vote."  We must encourage a Republican senator to sponsor this bill so that it can move forward.
 
A3453, Felix W. Ortiz, Dem.         S3440, David A. Paterson, Dem.

      IINYS supports computerized reporting,  another bill that has been passed in the Assembly.  Requiring disclosure in local races would improve public access to campaign finance records to the level that the public has come to expect. Computerizing local records would also enable the state board of elections to better monitor and enforce campaign contribution limits. Until campaign finance statements for local elections and candidates are computerized, violations by those who contribute to various elections throughout the state will remain virtually impossible to track. 
  A6562, Sandra R.Galef, Dem., passed Assembly   S2373, Joe Robach, Rep., sent to Rules committee

.
END-OF-2003 SUMMARY

Although some progress was made this year on issues of concern to IINYS, for the most part it was a disheartening session. The system in Albany is broken, and nobody in power has any incentive to fix it. 


The three leaders do not get along, and generally do not put aside their differences to work together for the benefit of the citizens of New York who elected them. Overwhelmingly elected to a third term last fall, the Governor seems unengaged, spending much of his time traveling around the country fundraising for himself last year, and now for his party. Rank and file members have little or no say in what happens, especially if they are in the minority party in either House. 


A case in point is the issue of so-called “member items”. Though some of these member items are patently “pork”, they also include needed social service projects provided by non-profits and community programs. Year after year, the question is raised why these member items cannot be included in the regular budget if they are worthy of funding. This never happens, because it would diminish the power of the leadership.

WHAT CAN WE DO ? 

There will be another budget deficit next year, and more battles over how to close the gap. Federal tax cuts, combined with past state tax cuts,  are having  the effect of passing the burden down to the local level, where officials have to find ways to pay for police, firefighters, schools and infrastructure with diminishing help from Albany and Washington. 


We need to keep the pressure on our elected representatives by paying attention to what they do,  letting them know what we want, and when we do not agree with them. It’s also important to thank them when they do something we like. In other words, establish a relationship with your representatives and stay in touch with them, especially if they are in the majority party, Republican in the state Senate, Democratic in the Assembly.

IINYS exists to keep you informed. That’s why it’s important for you to follow up when you receive an action alert or memo; it only  takes a few minutes to call, write or e-mail, but every voice counts more than you realize.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  -



IINYS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  or RENEWAL
NAME and TITLE___________________________________________________        PHONE (         )_____________

ADDRESS_____________________________________________________ E-MAIL____________________________

CITY/STATE___________________________________ZIP______________ FAX_____________________________

CONGREGATION_________________________________________ DENOMINATION__________________________

ADDRESS_____________________________________________ CITY__________________________ZIP_________

SUGGESTED ANNUAL DUES: CONGREGATIONS ($100 -$200 )      AMOUNT ENCLOSED $______________

                                                    INDIVIDUALS          ($10-$40)            AMOUNT ENCLOSED $_____________

Your State Assembly Member_______________________  Your State Senator _________________________














Please Mail To:  Interfaith IMPACT of NYS,  PO Box 582, Guilderland, NY 12084
                                 Sometimes, a "helping hand" isn’t enough
    Many synagogues and churches reach out with concern to help the needy and incapacitated–through food drives, clothing collection, support of homeless shelters, and so on. These are valuable expressions of love and concern. But we know that by such actions we often are treating symptoms and not helping cure the problems. 

    It is with concern to deal with basic systemic social and political problems that we invite you to join Interfaith Impact of New York State.  IINYS offers an active, liberal voice of faith in state government. You and your congregation can be heard, can channel your faith expressions through IINYS, as well as directly  with legislators and officials. We offer legislative briefings, a website, action alerts, and lobbying opportunities.

    It is a national scandal that government has been sold to the highest bidder.  While tax loopholes and subsidies have been created to reward corporate financiers of elections, we have seen the removal of one safety net after another: day care has been cut back, assistance to needy families has been cut, shelters run out of space for the homeless, and affordable housing funds have been cut.  Each day we read of more services being curtailed.

    Your work in the community to meet some of these needs is vitally needed.  But that is only a stop-gap, a band-aid.  It is the responsibility of our state government to make sure that human needs are met.  Join Interfaith Impact of New York State and work with us to show legislators that there is grass roots support for social justice for all our people.


                                                                                -   -  -   -  -   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -   
Interfaith IMPACT of NYS
P.O.  Box 582


Guilderland, NY 12084ADVANCE \d 4

Reminder--You can get full information on any bill mentioned here at our new web site �   HYPERLINK "http://www.interfaithimpactNYS.com" �www.interfaithimpactNYS.com� or write for a print copy if you do not have a computer.


 write for a print copy if you do not have a computer.








                                Are you part of the Interfaith Impact Network?	


    If you, your congregation, and your clergy leader are not members - use the form to join IINYS 





    and work with us to show legislators that there is grass roots support for social justice for all our people





                          Take Action - Make your views known to elected officials





                             Call Governor Pataki at   518-474-8390


                                 Call your State Senator at   518-455-2800


                                     Call your Assembly Member at   518- 455-4100
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