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MEET RUTH KLEPPER, NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF IINYS

Ruth Klepper is the recently retired Executive Director of Upper Hudson Planned Parenthood (1974-1994).  In twenty years UHPP grew from a staff of six working in a small townhouse with a $150,000 budget to a $3.5 million program with more than 80 staff and five modern health centers providing the full range of reproductive health services including abortion services in three counties.

Ruth moved to Albany County in 1967 from New York City where she was active in community affairs.  She has a Bachelor of Arts Degree from New York University and pursued graduate studies at the University at Albany and Russell Sage College. 

In 2000 the Albany-Colonie Chamber of Commerce, honored her as one of the century's 100 Women of Excellence.  She has received awards from Upper Hudson Planned Parenthood, the Women's Press Club of NYS, Woman in the News Award, the Albany Area NOW, Making Waves Award, the Albany YWCA, Tribute to Women Award and the Albany Area Executives Association, Peer Recognition Award.  

She was a New York State Senate Candidate in 1994.  We welcome her to our organization and our work.

THANKS TO DAN HAHN

The Board of IINYS wishes to express its appreciation to the Rev. Dan Hahn, our Executive Director for many years.  During his tenure, he followed all of the issues in Albany for IINYS.  Dan continues as Executive Director of Lutheran Statewide Advocacy and is on the staff of the New York State Community of Churches.

ISSUE ONE:  WOMEN’S HEALTH AND WELLNESS BILL

The Women’s Health and Wellness Bill just will not go away.  It has been passed now by both houses of the legislature, but the different versions have not as yet been reconciled.  Advocacy is still needed for legislation which will grant women insurance coverage for contraceptives and other reproductive medical care in New York State.  The Roman Catholic Church has opposed this bill saying to require Catholic employers to provide this kind of coverage violates their values and the separation of church and state principle.  IINYS and other advocacy groups have argued that the greater principle is the right of women to have comprehensive health coverage no matter who their employer is.  The insurance companies have lobbied against the bill since it requires them to extend their coverage.

Update from Family Planning Advocates:  Cardinal Egan of New York City and other Catholic bishops used their annual lobby day to attack the compromise Women’s Health and Wellness bill drafted by Senate Republican leaders.  This compromise dramatically narrows the exemption won by the bishops last year, when the Senate was willing to exclude almost any religiously linked employer from the requirement that prescription contraceptives be covered by health insurance.  Now the exclusion applies only to those institutions actually teaching or promulgating religion, mainly churches and grammar schools.

Despite the strong Catholic lobbying effort on March 13, key legislators and the governor appeared unmoved. Senate GOP leader Joseph Bruno said he did not plan to revisit the issue.  Gov. Pataki said he would sign either the Bruno bill or the version backed by Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, which has no exemption at all and is favored by most other religious groups.  

ACTION NEEDED:  Contact your legislators and urge them to support resolution of the remaining issues to ensure so that a bill will be signed into law this year.

ISSUE TWO:  EMERGENCY CONTRACEPTION

New legislation would permit women to get emergency contraception from pharmacists without delay.  Nearly four years after the government approved the morning-after" pills to help prevent unwanted pregnancies following unprotected sex, many women don't know about them and few doctors tell them such an option exists. This is the best-kept secret in female health care. Yet, widespread use of this method of emergency contraception could prevent millions of accidental pregnancies and hundreds of thousands of abortions.

Opponents of birth control condemn it as a form of abortion because the pills, two doses taken 12 hours apart, may block a fertilized egg from implanting in the uterus. The medical definition of pregnancy is when a fertilized egg attaches to the uterus. The morning-after pill, called Emergency Contraception (EC), prevents implantation in most cases. EC is not related to RU-486, a medical abortion pill, and will not harm a woman or her fetus if she is already pregnant.

New York State law currently requires that women obtain a prescription for emergency contraceptive pills from a licensed health care provider, such as a physician or nurse practitioner. However, the window of time in which EC pills are effective - just 72 hours - requires that women access the pills quickly, often outside traditional medical office hours. That is why 24 hour pharmacies can provide the rapid access that is necessary.

One way to increase access to EC is to make it available directly from a pharmacist. In some states, a pharmacist and a physician or nurse practitioner can voluntarily enter into a collaborative drug therapy agreement, which allows a woman to obtain EC directly from this specially trained pharmacist.

A coalition of public health advocates, lawmakers, medical and health professionals, and community organizations across New York State has been formed to promote such legislation that will permit this rapid access to emergency contraception.

ACTION:
You can help in three ways.

First, Let women in your congregation know about Emergency Contraception (EC), often called the morning-after pill, and that they can get a prescription at their local family planning clinic or private physician.

Second, your congregation can pass a resolution and join the coalition for emergency contraception at:  Emergency Contraception Access Campaign c/o 462 Broadway, Suite 540, New York, NY 10013

Third:  Contact your assembly person and state senator and urge them to become a co-sponsor of Emergency Contraception legislation introduced by Assemblywoman Amy Paulin.

ISSUE THREE:  CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM

Adapted from Citizens Action NYS:  Clean Money – Clean Elections (CMCE):  Imagine a Baseball game where you could give money to the home plate umpire just before you went to bat.  Ridiculous, of course, but it’s the same system that we have for our government.  Candidates for office must raise huge sums of money to be competitive, and that money often comes from people and corporations who want something in return. And when they get what they want, all too frequently, it is the average citizen who pays for it.  Polluted waterways, high prescription drug prices, inability to sue an HMO, and tax breaks for corporations and the rich are examples of what happens under the current system of political bribery.

Interfaith Impact joins Citizen Action of New York in supporting Clean Money/Clean Elections reform.  Under CMCE, candidates who agree to limit spending and not accept private contributions receive a fixed and equal amount of public campaign funds, enough for a candidate to get their message out to voters.  CMCE has proven successful in Maine and Arizona. In 2000, the first Clean Elections were held in Maine, resulting in one third of the Maine legislature being elected without receiving private money except for $5 qualifying contributions from their neighbors.

Clean Money/Clean Elections is the only campaign finance reform plan that eliminates the influence of wealthy special interest money in government. Elected officials would only be accountable to voters, and would have more time to spend on the issues their constituents care about.

Action needed:  Clean Monday/Clean Elections must be made an issue in this fall’s campaign.  There is one really easy thing you can do. Please call or e-mail Citizen Action of New York at the contact information listed below and ask for some of our postcards to the candidates. Each sheet has a card to each of the 3 major party candidates and then a fourth card to sign up to volunteer for this effort. Citizen Action can send you one or 500 of these cards if you think you can get other people to sign them.  Citizen Action will provide further training and materials to anyone interested in taking a leadership role to help change the way campaigns are funded.  For more information, contact Jon Bartholomew at Citizen Action of New York. He can be reached at (518) 465-4600, x110 and via e-mail at jbartholomew@citizenactionny.org.  More information is available by going to www.citizenactionny.org.

ISSUE FOUR:  MINIMUM WAGE LEGISLATION – ACT NOW!

Legislation to increase the minimum wage passed the State Assembly in April.  It is moving out of the Senate Labor Committee and into Senator Bruno’s Rules Committee, the farthest this bill has gone in three years.  Bill S. 4749 would raise the New York State minimum wage from 5.15/hour to $6.75/hour and index the minimum wage to inflation.  This bill, introduced by Senator Spano, currently enjoys the support of Senators Morahan, Padavan, Velella, Trunzo, Johnson, Marcellino, Balboni, Fuschillo, Marchi, Leibell, and Maziarz. 

The reasons to act now are compelling.  Use these arguments in communicating with your legislators and the governor:

**  New York has the widest income gap between the rich and the poor out of all states. The richest 20% of New Yorkers have 15 times more income than the poorest 20%.  The current state and federal minimum wage of $5.15 fails to bring workers even close to poverty level wages. Based on a 52-week, 40 hour per week job, $5.15 translates into an annual salary of $10,712. The federal poverty level for a family of four is $16,450.

**  Seventy-two percent of minimum wage earners are adults, not teenagers. Furthermore, 70% of New Yorkers holding minimum wage jobs are the primary wage earners in their families. 

**  Raising the state minimum wage has been identified by many experts as one of the best tactics for closing the inequality gap.  Any increase in the state minimum wage should meet the following conditions:

**  The increase must restore New York to its historical role as a leader in providing support to our neediest citizens. Currently, 10 states have passed minimum wages higher than $5.15.  Of these two are our neighboring states – Massachusetts and Connecticut – with minimum wages at $6.75 and  $6.70 respectively.

**  The state minimum wage should be indexed to inflation. The federal minimum has lost 37% of its buying power over the last 30 years at a time when the wealthiest Americans have seen their real income rise dramatically. If the minimum wage had kept up with inflation, its current level would be approximately $7.50 an hour.

ACTION NEEDED:  Write your legislators, particularly in the Senate, urging them to pass minimum wage legislation this session.  Urge the governor to sign this legislation when it is passed.  Set up a letter-writing table at your place of worship and urge others to do likewise.

ISSUE FIVE:  THE LATE GREAT STATE BUDGET AT LAST!
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David E. Rosenbaum in the May 16 New York Times reports that, “(F)aced with a large, unexpected drop in income-tax revenue, states across the country are trying desperately to plug wide budget gaps in ways voters can abide in an election year.  “Like other states, New York has had a serious shortfall in revenue — $1.2 billion less in April tax receipts than had been expected — largely because weakness in the stock market has resulted in smaller receipts from the capital gains tax.  But New York is in better shape than most others because during the fat years, Gov. George E. Pataki squirreled away as much as $4 billion. He can now draw on that as he begins his race for re-election. In his latest budget, he sought increased spending on popular programs and avoided proposing a repeal of tax cuts set to take effect this year.

JAMES C. McKINLEY Jr. of the Times wrote on May 15:  [image: image2.png]


“Late tonight, the administration released some details of the $89.6 billion plan that has been hammered out in secret meetings between the legislative leaders and the governor over the last two weeks.  The talks have not included rank-and-file legislators, who tonight still had yet to be given details on paper.  Nor had they seen the bills, although the leaders had briefed them extensively.  

State aid to local schools will increase about $440 million above what Gov. George E. Pataki proposed in January, with $4 of every $10 going to New York City.  All told, spending will rise about 6 percent, but the portion paid for with state revenues will rise only 3 percent.  The budget depends heavily on spending about $1.2 billion of the state's savings, borrowing hundreds of millions and using about $1 billion in other one-time revenues. These pools of money will let the state avert deep cuts in services and proceed with planned tax cuts at a time when income tax revenues have dropped because of last year's recession and the terrorist attacks….  

"It's a lousy budget," said Assemblyman William L. Parment, a Jamestown Democrat. "It's a budget that relies too heavily on borrowing and one-shot revenues, very similar to the bad budgets that we did back in the late 1980's and early 1990's."  But Governor Pataki defended the use of state reserves and other one-time revenues to get through hard times."  All in all, in an extraordinarily difficult year, this is a great budget," he said….  The budget does not raise income or business taxes, but it does raise about $86 million by increasing fees or imposing surcharges on everything from hunting licenses to cell phones.  It also expands the state cigarette tax to include cigars and chewing tobaccos….  

(One) impasse was over the Superfund, a state program that cleans up toxic waste sites.  The governor wanted to provide $90 million for the fund and change the cleanup standards in some cases. The Democrats in control of the Assembly argued for a $200 million program with no change to the standards.   In the end, the budget includes only $11 million to keep paying the Superfund staff for another year. This is the second year in a row the fund has not been replenished, and environmental officials have been unable to start cleaning up 800 hazardous waste sites.  "It's terrible," said Michael Livermore, a lobbyist for the New York Public Interest Research Group. "It's just stranding thousands of families."  

The budget will “take more than $560 million out of various state funds for special purposes and spend it on general purposes…. $200 million from the Environmental Protection Fund and $200 million from a fund set up to pay for health insurance for the poor.  ‘I think we are scraping the bottom of a lot of barrels for money here, and unless the state's revenues improve significantly, next year's budget will be even more difficult,’ said Assemblyman Richard N. Gottfried, a Manhattan Democrat.”

ISSUE SIX:  TANF REAUTHORIZATION (WELFARE REFORM)

This year the U.S. Congress is debating reauthorization of the 1996 welfare reform legislation.  At the same time New York State must reauthorize its administration of the law.  Following is a sample letter which examines some of the lesser-known features of this reauthorization.  It is useful background for those who wish to exert their influence in New York State’s obligation to care for the poor.

We strongly oppose the Executive’s Proposal to use Temporary Assistance to Needy Families surplus dollars to fund the Tuition Assistance Program and Universal Pre-K programs. This should not be an allowable use of these funds and the state should not be supplanting state funded programs with federal TANF funds. This blatant misuse of these funds may hurt New York's efforts to secure federal TANF funds during the upcoming federal TANF Reauthorization debate.

The switch to a Fixed federal welfare block grant and a sharp reduction in the welfare rolls have brought New York substantially more federal aid than it would have received under the prior federal law, thereby creating the "TANF Surplus" which will exceed $2.3 billion.  New York will receive $2.44 billion in federal block grant funds and has an additional $918 million (the majority of which are reserve funds built up over the last four years) in prior years TANF funds, giving the state a total of $3.3 billion in TANF funding.  Approximately $1 billion of the surplus will pay for base expenditures, leaving a "surplus" of approximately $2.3 billion.

Most disturbing this year is the Executives attempt to use the TANF surplus for fiscal relief to pay for previously state funded services like the Tuition Assistance Program ($345 million) and Pre-K programs ($50 million). The Executive asserts that these programs meet the stated purposes of TANF and should be viewed as pregnancy prevention programs. The bitter irony of this supplantation attempt is that public assistance participants cannot meet their work requirements by attending college.

Given the extent to which the Executive Budget is proposing to use the "TANF Surplus" to balance the state budget, the funds to support new and innovative approaches to helping low-income families are extremely limited. The Governor is proposing to use less than 10 percent of the proposed TANF surplus spending on employment and transitional service initiatives specifically designed to help move people from welfare to work.

With its expanded flexibility, New York has used some of the funds for appropriate purposes - but too much of the surplus has been used to simply replace state dollars with federal dollars in needed programs and to help the state balance its budget.

TANF surplus dollars should be invested into educational, supportive and transitional services that are designed to lift families out of poverty - not to balance the state budget on the backs of the poor.

Proper use of the surplus will not only support low-income New Yorkers but will reduce the risk that Congress will cut future funding during the upcoming TANF reauthorization debate.  We ask that you please support our efforts to insure that the federal dollars meant for welfare related programs continue to be spent on meaningful programs that will help lift families out of poverty.

NEWS OF IINYS 

The Board of IINYS has joined New Yorkers Against the Death Penalty as a sponsoring organization in its effort to secure a moratorium on the death penalty in New York State.  The Board felt that this was a way station on the way to total repeal.  

The New York State Convention of Universalists has granted $2000 to encourage Unitarian Universalist participation in the work of IINYS.  We thank them for their continuing generosity.

The Fund for Unitarian Universalist Social Responsibility has made a $2000 grant and a challenge grant of $2000 available to IINYS.  Every new dollar contributed will be matched dollar for dollar by FUUSR.  We are appreciative of this third grant.

The Rochester Chapter of IINYS held its 9th annual Legislation Briefing at Temple B’rith Kodesh March 24.  The theme was “Collateral Damage:  What Is the Fallout?”  with focus on the late state budget and its implications for public education funding, welfare reform and other funding issues.  We can provide a Planning Guide and other kinds of assistance.  Contact Judy Schwartz at (716) 442-5111 or Schwartz179@earthlink.net or Dick Gilbert at (585) 244-7403 or Rsgilbert@aol.com if you wish more information or would like to consider holding similar briefing in your community. 

Websites you might like to access: (New York State official website) – www.state.ny.us 

SENSES: Statewide Emergency Network for Social and Economic Security  http://www.sensesny.org
NYS Community of Churches – www.nyscommunityofchurches.org - – E-mail:  NYSCOC@AOL.com
Public Television Website – NYS Citizens – www.nycitizens.org
Citizen Action of New York mail@citizenactionny.org; www.citizenactionny.org
Fiscal Policy Institute – www.fiscalpolicy.org 

*******************************************************

Please join the work of IINYS

Name &/or Congregation (please print) ____________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________

                           Street                                                     Town or City        

Zip ___________Phone _________ FAX _________ E-mail _________

Affiliation: ___ Protestant ___ Unitarian Universalist ___ Reform Jew _____ 

Other (please specify) ____________________________________

Enclosed:  $____ congregational membership ($25-200 suggested) 


         $______ individual membership ($10-40 suggested)

___ enclosed gift of $ ________________

Make checks payable to Interfaith IMPACT of NYS and send to IINYS, PO Box 582, Guilderland, NY 12084  

Phone (518) 210-2363 - E-mail Info@interfaithimpactnys.org







