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Working for the Common Good

     After an amazing legislative session capped by passage of marriage equality for same-sex couples (see A Time for Reflection, below), Interfaith Impact moved to develop a stronger social networking presence. The article below by our Social Networking Consultant explains that and how it can help us all be more effective advocates. 
     Hunger and the need for greater economic justice continue to plague New York. Food insecurity is getting worse while the wealthiest among us continue to dodge paying their fair share of community obligations. IINYS will continue to actively address these issues as we prepare for the next legislative session.
     The extraction of natural gas from the Marcellus and Utica shale formations is contentious because of the toxins used in the process. Our concerns include the safety of our water supplies, the economic and environmental cost to communities in the short and long term, and the oversight capabilities of the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation. (See below for information on DEC hearings and how your congregation can submit an opinion.)   
     Fair labor practices for farmworkers remain a sore point in our civil rights agenda, as does the treatment of immigrants. 
     With so many issues on our plate, your input is important. That’s why we are increasing our Internet social networking capabilities. We are developing a place where you can share your concerns, ask for information and see who’s doing what around the state. To get a feel for how this can work, see the next item.
Internet Social Networking

     During the Summer, Grace Patterson became our IINYS Social Networking Intern and is now our Social Networking Consultant.  Look for a letter from Grace next week about Facebook, Twitter, Blogging and social networking for 21st Century advocacy. These tools are crucial for reaching out to the coming generations of advocates for common good and will help enormously as we organize for the legislative and regulatory battles next year. 

     Meanwhile, if you have a Facebook account, click “Like” on our Facebook  page and/or follow us on Twitter (@iinysinc). 

A Time for Reflection

          The hard-won victory for marriage equality in New York was followed by celebrations and wedding bells across our state. For many denominations, churches and individual clergy, it was also followed by soul searching and the development of new rules of the road to matrimony.
     In some denominations, there has been a smooth integration. In other denominations, churches and temples where same-sex unions are specifically prohibited, there may be compromises. For example, some clergy will do the religious part of the ceremony while another person authorized to declare a couple married will do that part. Or prohibitions may remain firmly in place. However they proceed is up to the congregations, clergy and religious denominations in all their rich diversity of theologies, rituals and rules. IINYS fought hard for the right of religious denominations to choose, and we are delighted that they now have legal options when it comes to same-sex marriage. 
     Last year, the Dignity for All Students Act, for the first time in any state, gave legal protections to students with gender variant identity and expression, a category that includes transgender students.  It was a victory that was a long time in coming. Now one big issue remains at the state level: transgender civil rights for adults. During the fight for marriage equality in New York, IINYS worked closely with the Empire State Pride Agenda, Pride in the Pulpit, and other organizations, attending demonstrations, speaking in public, and making it a top priority during our joint advocacy day last May with Reform Jewish Voice. 
     We welcome your thoughts and comments on our Face Book, Twitter or Blog pages. 
     If you are in the New York City area, you might want to attend the NY Marriage Organizing De-Brief on Thursday, October 6, 2011 from 6pm-9pm at the NYC LGBT Center, 208 W. 13th Street, New York City. The meeting is sponsored by The Empire State Pride Agenda, Freedom to Marry, The Human Rights Campaign, Log Cabin Republicans, Marriage Equality New York & The New Organizing. The purpose is to share lessons learned during the successful campaign to win marriage equality here in New York.  You can RSVP here to Pride Agenda .
Speaking Out on  Hydrofracking
     For the time being, the multiple issues around high volume hydraulic fracturing (hydrofracking) for natural gas have moved from the Legislature to regulatory hearings being held by the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation. DEC received more than 13,000 public comments on the Draft Supplemental Generic Environmental Impact Statement (SGEIS) issued in September 2009. The Draft SGEIS addresses permit conditions required for gas drilling in Marcellus Shale and other areas of the State. In response to issues raised, DEC prepared a Revised Draft SGEIS, which is now available. 

      IINYS will be sending in a statement to DEC during the comment period, which runs through close of business Dec. 12, 2011. If your congregation or advocacy group has developed a statement in response to the latest draft SGEIS, we encourage you to send that in to the DEC and to send a copy to info@interfaithimpactnys.org so we can post it on our blog and link to it from our Facebook and Twitter accounts. 

     For more information on the comment submission process, and to see the latest revised draft SGEIS, go to http://www.dec.ny.gov/energy/75370.html. Note that they want either comments on paper mailed to Attn: dSGEIS Comments, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, 625 Broadway, Albany, NY 12233-6510 or submissions through their web-based comment form. E-mail submissions will not be accepted. Comments become part of the permanent public record. 
     There is a rumor that DEC may issue draft regulations before the comment period on the Draft SGEIS is over. We will keep an eye on this and let you know what’s happening. 
Hunger and Poverty on the Rise in NY

     The USDA reported earlier this month that nearly one in seven New York State residents faced some degree of “food insecurity” between 2008 and 2010.  That number represents a 30% jump from 2005-2007. In other words, nearly 2.5 million state residents live in homes that can’t afford enough food. Meanwhile, the nation's official poverty rate in 2010 was 15.1 percent, up from 14.3 percent in 2009 ─the third consecutive annual increase in the poverty rate. The poverty rate increased for children younger than 18 from 20.7 percent in 2009 to 22.0 percent in 2010. 

     The growing problem of income inequality in New York is serious.  IINYS  will be working with the Faith and Hunger Network and the Hunger Action Network to make sure the Legislature and the Governor address the issue squarely.  

Donate to Interfaith Impact of NYS

     Interfaith Impact of NYS is unique because ours is only multi-faith religious voice that advocates from a progressive religious point of view.  Send your check with contact info to Interfaith Impact, 646 State St., Albany NY 12203 or go to our on-line donation page (http://www.interfaithimpactnys.org/Donations.html). 

     Please make a difference today. IINYS can’t do it without your help.
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