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Thanksgiving Week Press Conference
Focuses on Growing Problem of Hunger

One Out of Five Children in NYS Experience Food Insecurity

Food insecurity. That's the term the Federal government uses when it talks about hunger.
Food insecurity means more than an empty stomach. It means children going without the food they
need to sustain their growing bodies and minds, elderly men and women without the food they
need to survive, and ever longer lines waiting for the doors to open at poorly funded breakfast
programs.

During this holiday season from now to the end of the year, we can let our legislators know that
we are concerned about hunger.

On Monday, Interfaith Impact participated in a press conference called in Albany by the NYS
Hunger Action Network and the Faith and Hunger Network. Hearing from those who feed the poor
was a wake-up call at the start of this celebratory season.

“The problem of food insecurity in our state is becoming an urgent public policy issue,” said
Robb Smith, Executive Director of Interfaith Impact of NYS. “NYS lawmakers are presently
considering millions of dollars in proposed cuts to feeding programs, along with deep cuts to other
human service initiatives dealing with housing and health care. This is unacceptable.”

“One thing each of us can do this season is to communicate with our legislative representatives
to let them know that we care about the growing problem of hunger in our state,” he continued. “Let
them know that as they work on deficit reduction, cutting food for the hungry is not an option.”

During the past two years, one child out of five experienced food insecurity in New York.
This season, emergency food programs across the state are feeding record number of individuals.
According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, in New York, more than one out of ten
households experienced low or very low food security during the past two years, and households
with very low food security (severe hunger) jumped from 3.1% to 4.3%, which is statistically
significant.



New York is not alone. Nationally last year, the number of children in food-insecure households
increased by five million over the year before, to a total of 17 million children. More than 22 percent
of all children in our country faced uncertainty in getting enough to eat.

At the Faith and Hunger press conference, Crystal Hamelink, Director of the Schenectady Inner
City Ministry free summer lunch program, which helped provide nearly 38,000 lunches to hungry
kids last summer, noted a 24% increase over last year. “Our kids are most vulnerable,” she said.
“When you feed hungry children, they wrap themselves around your heart. It's a blessing to feed
the children. It's unfortunate that the numbers of hungry kids keep growing.”

Earl Eichelberger, Director of Charities for the NYS Catholic Conference, called poverty in the
United States “a moral and social wound in the soul of our country.”

Rev. Debra Jamison, Director of the FOCUS churches food program, said, “As people of faith,
we are called to do what God requires. The good news is, there is enough food! The challenge we
face is finding a more equitable way of distributing food and government leadership committed to
making certain no one goes hungry.”

Lawmakers need to do a better job of finding the resources needed to reduce hunger, and each
of us can help.

You can leave a message for Governor Paterson at 518-474-8390. The phone number for the
NYS Senate switchboard is 518-455-2800. The Assembly information number is 518-455-4100
Just give the operator the name of your Senator or Assembly Member. (If you are not sure who
your legislators are, go to "Find Your Legislator" under the "Resources button at
www.interfaithimpactynys.org.)

Legislators and the Governor are working on a deficit reduction bill now and thinking about what
they are going to be cutting next year, so this is a good time to call.
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