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MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF 
MARRIAGE EQUALITY FOR SAME-GENDER  COUPLES

     Interfaith IMPACT of New York State affirms that the civil right of marriage
should be available in New York State regardless of gender for all otherwise
qualified couples.

     We urge  the Assembly and Senate to stand for equality and justice and offer
same-gender couples the civil protections of marriage that other families enjoy by
passing A8590/S5884. We believe this bill will strengthen communities and benefit
all the people of New York.

     There is a great deal at stake for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT)
couples in their search for equality. LGBT families are barred from 1,138 federal
and at least 500 New York State rights and responsibilities, because they are
denied access to marriage. These are life and death protections that most families
take for granted, such as the ability to make health care decisions for each other,
inherit property, be eligible for government relief--including Social Security and
Workers Compensation death benefits--and jointly adopt children.

     Many of these protections are accessible only through marriage and cannot be
secured through any protective action a same-gender couple might take, such as
drawing up wills, powers of attorney or contracts. Incremental bills that give LGBT
families civil rights piece by piece are helpful. Bills signed into law in the last few
years, such as the law giving domestic partners control of a loved one’s remains
after they die, or the law giving domestic partners the same hospital visitation
rights as spouses, are important steps in the right direction, but more is needed.

     Religious marriage and civil marriage are different, and each religious
group should be free to define marriage in its own way. People of faith and
goodwill can and do disagree about what constitutes marriage; however,
imposition of a single, religiously-biased definition of marriage in New York
law goes too far. Public policy should be based on public interest. 

     Interfaith IMPACT of New York State is a statewide coalition of congregations
and individuals from Protestant, Unitarian Universalist, Reform Jewish and other
faith traditions advocating from progressive and liberal religious points of view for
compassion, reason and social justice in New York State public policies. Our
shared faith traditions call upon all people to participate in the ongoing work of
perfecting the world. 
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