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MARRIAGE EQUALITY PASSES IN NEW YORK STATE!
     Albany, June 25, 2011 -- After more than a decade of effort, our fundamental democratic and religious belief in the equality of all persons prevailed 33-29 in the State Senate. Governor Cuomo signed the bill last night, and in 30 days, wedding bells will peal for same-sex couples across New York  State!
     We have all been part of an historic effort. In our congregations we responded to the cries for justice from same-sex couples, their families, relatives and friends with love, understanding and action. We walked the talk, the prayers, and the sermons. Our phone calls, letters, e-mails, visits with legislators and staff, public demonstrations, and public forums made a real difference. 
     Religious support for marriage equality for same-sex couples played a major role in turning the tide in favor of equality for all, helping make marriage a civil right and once again affirming the wisdom of our founding fathers in separating church and state. It took a while for folks to recognize that the definition of marriage was religiously biased, but they got it, the NYS Legislature got it, and and now marriage is a civil right for all New Yorkers.
Time to say "THANK YOU!"
     Take a minute today to contact your State Senator and let him or her know how you feel about their vote.  You can the Senate switchboard, (518-455-2800), to reach your Senator. (You can find your Senator’s name by clicking here.)
     All those who voted “yes” deserve a big “THANK YOU!” from their constituents. Here’s how they voted:
Voted For:
Eric Adams, D, District 20

Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr., D, District 15

James S. Alesi, R, District 55

Tony Avella, D, District 11

Neil D. Breslin, D, District 46

David Carlucci, D, District 38

Martin Malave Dilan, D, District 17

Thomas Duane, D, District 29

Adriano Espaillat, D, District 31

Michael N. Gianaris, D, District 12

Mark Grisanti, R, District 60

Ruth Hassell-Thompson, D, District 36

Shirley L. Huntley, D, District 10

Timothy Kennedy, D, District 58

Jeffrey D. Klein, D, District 34

Liz Krueger, D, District 26

Carl Kruger, D, District 27

Roy J. McDonald, R, District 43

Velmanette Montgomery, D, District 18

Suzi Oppenheimer, D, District 37

Kevin S. Parker, D, District 21

José Peralta, D, District 13

Bill Perkins, D, District 30

Gustavo Rivera, D, District 33

Stephen M. Saland, R, District 41

John L. Sampson, D, District 19

Diane J. Savino, D, District 23

José M. Serrano, D, District 28

Malcolm A. Smith, D, District 14

Dan L. Squadron, D, District 25

Toby Ann Stavisky, D, District 16

Andrea Stewart-Cousins, D, District 35

David J. Valesky, D, District 49
Voted Against:
Greg Ball, R, District 40

John J. Bonacic, R, District 42

John A. DeFrancisco, R, District 50

Rubén Díaz, D, District 32

Hugh T. Farley, R, District 44

John J. Flanagan, R, District 2

Charles J. Fuschillo, Jr., R, District 8

Patrick Gallivan, R, District 59

Martin J. Golden, R, District 22

Joseph A. Griffo, R, District 47

Kemp Hannon, R, District 6

Owen H. Johnson, R, District 4

Andrew J. Lanza, R, District 24

William J. Larkin, Jr., R, District 39

Kenneth P. LaValle, R, District 1

Tom Libous, R, District 52

Elizabeth Little, R, District 45

Carl L. Marcellino, R, District 5

Jack M. Martins, R, District 7

George D. Maziarz, R, District 62

Michael F. Nozzolio, R, District 54

Thomas F. O’Mara, R, District 53

Michael H. Ranzenhofer R, District 61

Patty Ritchie, R, District 48

Joseph E. Robach, R, District 56

James L. Seward, R, District 51

Dean G. Skelos, R, District 9

Catharine Young, R, District 57

Lee M. Zeldin, R, District 3
What's in the Future?
Let's celebrate this weekend! 
     But we won't forget that there's a lot more for Interfaith Impact of NYS to do: equal rights for transgender New Yorkers, a moratorium on hydrofracking, immigrant rights, criminal justice reform, passing the Reproductive Health Act, and more.  Help keep IINYS working for you. 
CLICK HERE TO DONATE
     For up to the minute info, "follow" us on Twitter and "like" our page on Facebook. For background, go to our web page. 
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